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The world is ever changing.  Our sense of church is changing too. We 
respect the traditions that ground our worship.  We cherish the spaces 
in which we gather to express our reverence and adoration for God.  But 
we see that church is more than these physical and historical things, and 
we recognize that church in the 21st Century can be more than it was in 
the 20th Century.  We are not looking to cast aside that which brought 
us here, but we are committed to growing beyond our walls and finding 
new ways to love and serve God.  This is what has brought us together 
in a Covenant for the future of our congregations.   

In this Profile, we want to share with you who we are, describe our 
strengths and challenges, explain the opportunity our Covenant 
presents, describe our worship services and passion for outreach and 
music, paint a picture of our campuses, and set forth our financial 

condition.  We also want to frame those conversations by describing the larger community in which we reside.  We hope 
you are intrigued and inspired by all that we offer. 

 

Christ Church, Ithan, (CCI) and St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, (SMC) are both small, family-like congregations in the heart 
of the mainline suburbs of Philadelphia.  Separated by less than 2 miles, our parishes share a community, a history, and a 
common vision for the future. 

SMC was founded more than 130 years ago.  Shortly thereafter, CCI was created as a mission to local farmers in the 
southern part of the township.  Over the next several decades both parishes grew, and by the 1950’s, that growth 
necessitated a formal separation.   By 1958, what had begun as one parish had grown into two thriving congregations.   

Today, there is still much that SMC and CCI have in common.  That is not to say that our two parishes are identical though, 
and it is our individual strengths (and challenges) that in part have brought us together again in our search for a shared 
Rector.  

God at Work in our Community 

Who We Are 
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STRENGTHS 

God has blessed our parishes with many gifts.  Some of our strengths include the shared 
passion for outreach, a dedicated core of congregants, talented staff, creative lay 
leadership, vibrant music programs and beautiful campuses.  At SMC we also have a 
strong ministry to the children of our parish, led largely by a creative and highly valued 
Christian Formation Director, Deb Parker.  We are also proud of our commitment to 
social justice.  At CCI, we benefit from a strong financial position and have managed our 
resources well.   Both congregations value their cozy and warm church life. 

CHALLENGES 

SMC and CCI face similar challenges (challenges not uncommon in today’s ecumenical 
landscape).  Our congregations are aging and membership is generally declining.  The 
buildings are aging too and sometimes require expensive maintenance.  As membership 
declines, so too do opportunities for church programming outside our Sunday worship.  
In short, we strive to remain relevant in the face of formidable competition for the time 

and attention of our congregants.  What remains, however, is a strong core of dedicated members and staff who 
are committed to a bright future for our parishes. 

THE OPPORTUNITY OUR COVENANT PRESENTS 

While there is much to work with at both churches, some new approaches to our 
challenges are needed to sustain us into the future.  We are committed to 
addressing these changes now, while we have time and resources. Our next Rector 
will see these challenges as opportunities and this opportunity as a blessing.   

Over many months of prayer, hard work and shared experiences, we have come to recognize that we are two 
congregations with a common creed:  In the face of challenge, we are stronger together than we are apart.  We 
are empowered by a common mission to seek God and be Christ’s body in the world.  We are committed to 
proactive and responsible change.  We operate most effectively from positions of strength. 

To foster growth and enrich our congregational life, CCI and SMC have entered into a Holy Covenant.  We are 
resolved to share our worship and ministries in ways that will enrich both parishes. 

Holy Covenant: (https://www.christchurchithan.org/partnership-with-st-martins) 

But what does that mean?   We have begun a journey through an uncharted course.  We know we must walk this 
path together, but where it goes perhaps only God knows.  We have already taken the first steps.  After several 
months of prayer and discernment, we have agreed to walk together.  Indeed, the history of our two parishes 
almost foretells this Covenant.  We are looking for a leader that will partner with us to help us move into the 
future that God is preparing for CCI and SMC. 

What We Offer 

https://www.christchurchithan.org/partnership-with-st-martins
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Are you inspired by the opportunity to forge something new?  Do you have vision?  Are you a good communicator?  Do 
you have life experiences that add depth to your sermons and wisdom to your guidance?  If so, perhaps you are just the 
Rector we seek. 

Both parishes met separately to discern what we each seek in our next Rector, and (fortunately) we developed very similar 
“wish lists.”  The following qualities are highly valued by each of our congregations: 

 A strong preacher and a good communicator 

 Someone with genuine compassion, empathy, warmth, and tolerance 

 Someone who values outreach both local and global 

 Someone with vision, energy, and creativity to guide us on our mission 

 A nurturing minister who embraces the youth as the present and future of our church 

 A bridge-builder (not just between our congregations, but in our community and the larger body of Christ) 

 

 

 

What We Seek in a Rector 

OUR DISCERNMENT PRAYER 

Gracious God, bless the growing covenant relationship between 

Christ Church and St. Martin’s. Deepen the ties that bind us and 

open our hearts to what you yearn for us. Guide us in our search 

for a shared Rector. Empower us in love as we grow our mission 

together, so we can move forward into a future that is exciting 

and full of hope. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Both parishes celebrate the Eucharist every 
Sunday, each offering two services. SMC offers a 
Quiet Eucharist at 8:00am (Rite I) along with a 
Eucharist with Music at 10:00am (Rite II).  CCI 
offers a Spoken Eucharist at 8:30am, and a full 
Choral Eucharist at 10:00am, both Rite II. 

Periodically throughout the year, the two 
churches come together for shared services (Holy 
Week, Pentecost, and Lenten Worship and 
Supper/Discussion series).  We have also held a 
special service at Eastern University with the 
focus on Stand With Iraqi Christians. 

The Sunday services are our chance to meet as a 
body and enjoy that which God has provided, 

from loving congregants to beautiful worship spaces. It is also our chance to nourish our souls, reflect on our lives (both 
good and bad), and refresh ourselves for the week ahead.  

Both Parishes share a love for music! 

At SMC we enjoy the classic hymns, but often call on the more 
spirited hymns in the Lift Every Voice and Sing II Hymnal to frame 
the Gospel lesson. We rejoice in the special occasions where the 
children are invited to join the choir for spirited presentations that 
warm our hearts and bring a smile to our faces.  The Music Ministry 
at SMC is led by Emily Watkins, an accomplished pianist with 
advanced degrees in music from Gettysburg College and Florida 
State University.  Emily leads our small group of dedicated choristers 
and orchestrates the Rodgers digitally enhanced electronic organ 
with tremendous skill and unwavering charm. 

Aside from its vital role in our worship, SMC’s music program also 
supports the exciting outreach we do.  For example, we kicked off our musical season with a fundraising recital for Stand 
With Iraqi Christians.  We also use the music program to complement our Sunday School, where the Music Ministry works 
with our Formation Director to find anthems and songs that augment the children’s learning and understanding the Bible 
and the Christian faith.  

Music is also at the heart of worship at CCI.  CCI’s Music Director, Dr. Jeffrey Fowler, holds degrees from West Chester 
University and the University of Michigan.  Dr. Fowler is adjunct professor of organ at Eastern University and has been 

Worship at Our Churches 

Music 
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active with the Philadelphia Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  At CCI, he has continued a longstanding tradition 
of supporting a Choral Scholars program that recruits high school 
singers to be an integral part of the choir.  CCI’s four Choral Scholars 
are joined by five professional singers and several “volunteer 
voices” from the congregation.  This talented group often tackles 
more challenging music from Anglican as well as other sacred choral 
traditions.  The hymns are as much a concert as they are an 
expression of our faith and love. 

Part of what makes the CCI Choir so successful is Jeff’s guidance, 
and members describe their work with him as both challenging and 
rewarding, noting that his sense of humor and warmth make it fun. 
The choir blesses us weekly with exceptional voices and music, 
leading the congregation in worship. 

Outreach and community service are the cornerstones of our mission to “seek God and be Christ’s body in the world.” We 
are passionate about helping those in need, both near and far.   

If you were to walk through the neighborhoods of the Mainline, you might spy our parishioners tending gardens and 
providing fresh produce and canned goods to food pantries from Ardmore to Great Valley, or you might catch us holding 
car washes to raise money for local dance troupes, or engaged in a fundraising drive to help provide school supplies.   

Even if you were to go the other side of the world, you would find us building water wells and chicken farms, starting and 
supporting local businesses, and refurbishing schools and medical outposts in support of Christian communities in Iraq, as 
part of Stand With Iraqi Christians.  

Some of our Outreach activities include: 

Founded as a mission of SMC in 2015, Stand With Iraqi Christians’ (SWIC) mission is 
to support, through friendship and material aid, the right of Christians and their 
communities in Iraq to survive and thrive. To do this, SWIC provides financial, 
emotional, and communications support to displaced Christians in the northern 
Kurdistan region, the Nineveh Plains, and Baghdad. Stand with Iraqi Christians is a 
nonprofit group under The Episcopal Church 501c3 designation.  For more 
information on SWIC see http://standwithiraqichristians.org, and the 79th General 

Convention Resolution D063 (https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/D063/original_text?house=hd&lang=en). While SWIC 
operates with its own board, it continues to be a significant ministry of St. Martin’s Church, Radnor. 

 

The Upper Room is a mid-week gathering held in downtown Wayne. One of the 
current clergy facilitates the discussion, which is open to anyone, and the 
conversation is guided by the group’s interests and/or concerns. 

BRING QUESTIONS. BRING DOUBTS. BRING EXPERIENCE. BRING YOURSELF. 

Outreach & Community Service 

http://standwithiraqichristians.org/
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/D063/original_text?house=hd&lang=en
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Good Works was an outgrowth of CCI's efforts to connect with the community. Having developed 
relationships with the Radnor Police and other agencies, it became apparent that there were many 
hidden needs “right in our own back yard!” It connects people in times of need with people who 
want to help out and offer support. Good Works is led by volunteers from our churches and from 
the community as a whole who are ready to help in practical ways by providing support during illness 
or financial struggle, coping with aging parents, a new baby, etc. It seeks to mobilize members of 
our community to respond to local needs that are often hidden so that no one is left forgotten or 
overwhelmed by circumstances in life that may come their way.  

 For more information on Good Works, please see https://www.christchurchithan.org/good-works. 

Reading with Radnor Police 

In an effort to connect with the community, CCI has developed a relationship with the Radnor Police 
Department.  Through this relationship, a reading/outreach program formed where the Radnor 
Police visit and read to the township children at various parks throughout the summer.  CCI 
coordinates and sponsors these events, providing snacks, chairs and blankets. 

 

Youth Initiatives:  The parishes’ youth bring their values to supporting community needs. As a part of SMC’s 

confirmation process, youth collected donations for the Ronald McDonald House and toured the facility. One of CCI’s 
young activists brought his personal hope of addressing a variety of injustices around the globe by raising money and 
awareness of the Southern Poverty Law Center.  This year he introduced a local group, HIAS-Philadelphia, to the parishes 
to educate and help to support the needs of local refugees. Both parishes support the children’s efforts generously both 
in donations and encouragement. 

 

https://www.christchurchithan.org/good-works
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Close your eyes and picture rolling lawns shaded by mature trees. Draw your mind’s eye up a 
gentle rise and find a striking stone church presiding over a historic parish house or find a 
perfectly cited Gothic style church fronting a well-maintained multi-use parish building 
perfect for a school or community functions.  Open your eyes.  Welcome to SMC and CCI. 
 

 

  

CCI is situated on approximately 5.1 acres in a residential 
area. The facilities include the church, a parish hall (Ithan 
Hall), and a rectory. Ithan Hall houses the church offices, 
a chapel, and open space for functions. About half of the 
parish hall is rented to a Montessori School. The rectory 
is at the back of the property, which is currently rented 
under a short-term lease agreement. The church 
facilities are in good working order, but as in all older 
buildings, they require maintenance. All repair work is 
carefully considered and implemented as needed and 
budgeted. 

SMC sits on 6 acres that feature the church, Bolingbroke 
Mansion and ample parking. SMC’s administrative 
offices are housed on the first level of the church.  
Bolingbroke Mansion is rented to a pre-school year-
round (on the second floor) and in connection with a 
catering service is booked throughout the year as a 
wedding and reception venue. 

Our Facilities & Grounds 



 
 

 

The financial picture of Christ Church, Ithan, is one of stability. The net assets of the church, which include an endowment 
of $1.0 million, is in excess of $1.6 million.  Revenues for 2018 were $378,267 and expenses totaled $371,557 resulting in 
a surplus of $6,710. The Vestry strives to maintain a balanced budget. In the past five years, financial performance has 
vacillated with relatively small surpluses and deficits. The projected deficit for 2019 is $31,000. 

This past year, CCI had 46 pledges totaling $154,248.  Other 
sources of revenue include The Ithan Montessori School, 
rental of our rectory, as well as various organizations which 
rent our facilities.  CCI parishioners are committed to their 
obligations, so having a high percentage of completed 
pledges has been a consistent trend for many years. 

 

The financial picture of St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, is 
likewise one of stability. The net assets of the church, 
which include an endowment of $283,000, are in excess of 
$500,000.  Revenues for 2018 were $371,325 and 
expenses totaled $345,633 resulting in a surplus of 
$25,692. The Vestry strives to maintain a balanced budget. 
In the past five years, financial performance has vacillated 
with relatively small surpluses and deficits. The projected 
deficit for 2019 is $71,758. 

 

Financial Stewardship 
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This past year, SMC had 39 pledges totaling $112,960. Other 
sources of revenue include Les Petits Cherubs, a nursery 
school and day care, Catering by Design catered event 
rentals at Bolingbroke, as well as various organizations 
which rent our facilities.  SMC parishioners are committed 
to their obligations, so having a high percentage of 
completed pledges has been a consistent trend for many 
years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our decision to call a single Rector to serve both parishes is a key step in addressing future deficits. 

2018 Pledges 46 154,248      39 126,903$    

2019 Pledges

Increases 13 11,835$      10 3,362$         

Same 15 -$             12 -$             

Decreases 5 (4,000)$       6 (5,730)$       

Stopped -13 (25,558)$     -10 (22,010)$     

New 3 6,460$         5 3,000$         

Total 2019 Pldges 36 142,985$    33 105,525$    

Christ Church, Ithan St. Martin's Church, Radnor

Pledges
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Christ Church, Ithan, and St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, are both located 15 miles west of Center City Philadelphia, in the 
center of Radnor Township, Pennsylvania. The surrounding community has approximately 31,000 residents and a median 
household income of about $106,000. Within a three-mile radius, there are three other Episcopal Churches, and more just 
outside, each of varying size and personality. 

Radnor Township boasts a highly ranked school district in Pennsylvania, currently ranked 2nd in the state. The area also 
has over fifteen colleges and universities including the largest employer in Radnor, Villanova University, as well as Cabrini, 
Eastern, Haverford and Bryn Mawr colleges. 

Downtown Wayne is less than one mile from either church, and offers fine restaurants, shopping and entertainment 
options to the residents of Radnor. Public transportation is readily available in Radnor, including Philadelphia’s most active 
regional rail line, with multiple train stations less than a mile from our churches. Five minutes by foot from the Christ 
Church is the Radnor Trail, a former railroad bed converted into a two-and-a-half-mile paved multipurpose trail for 
walking, jogging and bicycling. 

Only fifteen minutes away is the King of Prussia Mall, the second largest shopping mall in America. The City of Philadelphia 
and its many cultural institutions and historic sites are easily accessible from Radnor Township.  

 

Our Community 
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The Diocese of Pennsylvania (https://www.diopa.org) is the second oldest diocese in the Episcopal Church. This historic 
body is comprised of 132 congregations located in the southeast portion of the state - Philadelphia, Bucks, Montgomery, 
Delaware, & Chester counties. Thirteen of its parishes antedate the founding of the Diocese itself in 1784.  

The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutierrez was consecrated on July 16, 2016 to serve as the 16th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. He has brought new life to the diocese and has 
made an effort to make a pilgrimage to all of the churches, 
including CCI and SMC.  Bishop Gutierrez has worked hard to 
bring the Diocese together around one purpose: "Know Jesus. 
Change the world." 

The diocese is divided into 11 deaneries. Christ Church, Ithan, 
and St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, are members of the Merion 
Deanery, which is comprised of All Saints, Wynnewood, Christ 
Church, Ithan, St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, The Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Rosemont, The Church of St. Asaph, Bala 
Cynwyd, St. Christopher’s Church, Gladwyne, St. David’s 
Church, Radnor, Nevil Memorial Church of St. George’s, 
Ardmore, St. John’s Church, Lower Merion, St. Mary’s Church, 
Ardmore, and St. Mary’s Church, Wayne. Currently, Fr. Barry 
Harte of St. Asaph, Bala Cynwyd, is the Dean. 

In addition to the Episcopal Church, both churches have been members of the Wayne Ministerium, a collection of ministers 
in the Wayne, PA area, who meet monthly. This group also holds a collective Good Friday Service. The participating 
churches are Wayne United Methodist Church, St. Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne, Wayne Presbyterian Church, Church 
of the Saviour, Wayne, Christ Church, Ithan, St. Martin’s Church, Radnor, and Eastern University, Radnor. 

  

Larger Church Community 

https://www.diopa.org/
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As Christ’s body in the world, our congregations strive to be warm, welcoming and accepting. Walk into either church on 
Sunday and you’ll find a gathering of families and friends that truly enjoy worshiping together.  We often need reminders 
during the “Peace” that a coffee-hour follows the service during which we will have ample time to catch-up on all the 
doings since we last met.  Through our Covenant, CCI and SMC look forward to broadening the strong bonds that have 
held each of our congregations together for generations. 

Does this sound like your next opportunity?  If so, please email your resume along with a cover letter and OTM Profile 
to: cci.smc.opportunity@gmail.com 

For more information about our parish, visit us online at: 

Websites: www.christchurchithan.org www.stmartinsradnor.org 

Facebook: Christ Church, Ithan  St. Martin’s Church, Radnor 

Joint St. Martin’s Church, Radnor and Christ Church, Ithan 

Church Leadership 
St. Martin’s Church, Radnor Leadership 

Clergy 
The Rev. Christopher Bishop – Rector 

Staff 
Deborah Parker - Christian Formation Director 
Emily Watkins - Music Ministry 
Maggie O’Malley- Parish Administrator 
Sherrill Rowland – Property Manager 

Vestry 
Sandy Reinhardt – Rector’s Warden 
Fran Pettit – Parish Warden 
Carisa Gring 
McCloud Gwynette 
Al Murphy 
Joe Piergiovanni 
Abby Thomas 

Christ Church, Ithan Leadership 
Clergy 

The Rev. John W. Sosnowski – Priest-in-Charge 
Staff 

Dr. Jeffrey B. Fowler - Music Director  
Nancy McLaughlin - Parish Administrator 
Charles Gerhab – Sexton 
Nancy Churchman – Church School 

Vestry 
Jacquelyne North - Rector’s Warden 
Bruce Wietlisbach - Accounting Warden  
Dirk Soutendijk, Secretary 
Nancy Breitling 
Pierce Eckhart 
Amy Harper 
Chris Herring  
Jeff Lyon 
Janice Martin 

We Invite You to Join Us! 

mailto:cci.smc.opportunity@gmail.com
http://www.christchurchithan.org/
http://www.stmartinsradnor.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Church-Ithan-210971432321848/
https://www.facebook.com/StMartinsRadnor/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/852681185103285/

